WAS WROUGHT IRON  A WEAK FACTOR IN  THE  INDUSTRY?     157
It will be noted that from 1870 to 1900 the proportion of pig
ron made into wrought iron was lower in Britain than in any
>ther country, but from 1913 onwards the ratio was higher than
n the other countries, showing a tendency of the industry to persist
n Britain, when other countries were turning more of their pig iron
nto steel.
The production of finished iron was sometimes smaller but
generally larger than that of puddled bar. When the output of
inished material was larger it was due to the working up of blooms
md scrap piles in the rolling mills. In Belgium the finished iron was
jeveral times the quantity of puddled iron produced.
The principal products of finished iron were:
Bars and rods                                            Sheets
Hoops and strips                                        Forgings
Angles, tees and sections                             Wire rods and slit nail rods
Pipes and tubes                                          Rails
In 1870 world production of wrought iron was about 7 million
tons. It rose to a maximum of 8^ million tons in 1890 and then
declined to just over 4 millions in 1913 and i million in 1927.
Britain produced in 1870 over sj million tons of wrought iron and
reached its maximum output in 1882, when its position as a wrought
iron producer relative to other countries was as follows:
Million Tons                                         Million Tons
Britain                 2*84                       France                 1-07
U.S. A.                  2-22                       Belgium               0-50
Germany              1*49
Britain retained its premier position for three more years, although
production was falling. From 1891 to 1895 her output was less than
i million tons, but a slight increase occurred before the outbreak of
the War. Between 1920 and 1930 production fell to less than 200,000
tons.
To illustrate the shift of the industry in Britain, districts are given
in order of importance in 1882 and 1907.
1882                                 1907
Cleveland                       South Staffs
South Staffs                    Scotland
Lancashire                      S. and W. Yorkshire
3. and W. Yorkshire        Lancashire
Scotland                         North Stafls
tforth Stafls                    Cleveland